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“Don’t Hurry Childhood;
Children Learn Best Through Play”

Author of national research study to speak to parents at free event about how young children learn best through creative play

(Marlboro, NJ) – Turtle Creek Learning Academy invites parents of toddlers age 2 through 5 to attend a free community event entitled, “Don’t Hurry Childhood; Children Learn Best Through Play,” on Saturday November 14, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon at the school at 10 Railroad Avenue in Marlboro.  The featured speaker at the event will be Edward Miller, a founding partner and co-director of the U.S. Alliance for Childhood, who will help parents understand how children learn best through creative play.  The event kicks off American Education Week, which is November 15 – 21(http://www.nea.org/grants/19823.htm.)

Miller co-authored a report published in March of this year entitled, “Crisis in the Kindergarten:  Why Children Need to Play in School.”  The report, based on the results of numerous research studies, finds that “children who engage in socio-dramatic play develop higher levels of thinking, stronger language skills, better social skills, more empathy, and more imagination than children who do not play in this way.”

“Don’t Hurry Childhood” is offered free to interested parents.  The event includes Miller’s featured speech, a Q&A session with Miller and the director of Turtle Creek Learning Academy, Virginia McDonald, refreshments, event materials, and babysitting services.  Space is limited, so interested parents must register by November 2 by calling Turtle Creek Learning Academy at 732-780-9656 or by sending an e-mail to mbeutel@turtlecreekacademy.com.  
“Play is one of the vital signs of health in children,” Miller says.  The study Miller co-authored finds that many kindergarten classrooms have replaced blocks, sand tables and dramatic play with standardized testing and instruction beyond the capabilities of five year old children.  “These practices may produce higher test scores in first and second grades, but at what cost?” Miller says.  He goes on to explain that long-term studies suggest that early academic gains fade away by the fourth grade and that by age 10, children in play-based kindergartens excel over others in reading, math, social and emotional learning, creativity, oral expression, industriousness, and imagination.  

Miller’s report cites evidence of significant increases in behavioral problems and school failure among kindergartners.  “I question unrealistic standards that are developmentally beyond many young children,” says Miller.  “This forces teachers to spend long hours trying to meet these unrealistic standards, and leads to the wrongful labeling of normal child behavior and learning patterns as ‘misbehavior, attention disorders, or learning disabilities.’”

Parents who attend “Don’t Hurry Childhood; Children Learn Best Through Play,” will walk away with suggestions for how to develop their child’s playful interests into a learning experience.  They will also receive tips for working with their children’s pre-school and Kindergarten teachers to advocate for play-based learning.
“I feel very strongly that parents of toddlers have to know what the research is saying, which is that children learn through creative play and not through forced instruction,” says McDonald, owner and director of Turtle Creek Learning Academy and a teacher of gifted students at Marlboro Elementary School.  
“Unfortunately, many parents expect their children to read and calculate math at a very young age, and if they aren’t, parents incorrectly think something is wrong,” McDonald adds.  “The fact is if children are playing, they are learning,” she says.  McDonald, who was recently recognized as an exceptional teacher by the Governor’s Teacher Recognition Program, created “Don’t Hurry Childhood; Children Learn Best Through Play,” so parents have the information they need to help their children achieve success.
For more information about Edward Miller, the Alliance for Childhood and the report, “Crisis in the Kindergarten:  Why Children Need to Play in School,” see www.allianceforchildhood.org/.  For more information about Turtle Creek Learning Academy, check out www.turtlecreekacademy.com, or call 732-780-9656.  
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Many kindergarten classrooms have replaced blocks, sand tables and dramatic play with standardized testing and instruction beyond the capabilities of five year old children.  








